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TESTING OF OIL SPILL RECOVERY EQUIPMENT

[ refer to your fax enquiring about simulants for oil for the testing of skimmig equipment. It is
our consideration that sawdust is not necessarily a very good test material because the density
differences between sawdust and water are more than the density difference between oil and
water. This would mean than sawdust is less likely to be entrained i the scawater by turbulence
and 1s also more easily separated from the seawater.

Unfortunately we are unable to suggest any other material that is suitable to simulate crude. It is a
problem we have ourselves and is the reason why we use crude oil in our sea trials. You may wish
to know that we have some sea trials planned for later this year. It may be possible for us to
mcorporate the testing of your equipment in these trials should you wish. As an indication of
possible costs you may wish to know that sea trials are very expensive; I would suggest that you
might need to be thinking of something m the region of £5000 to £10000.

Peter Wood
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